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The Sekondi-Takoradi Metropolitan Assembly (STMA) through 

the implementation of Twin-Cities in Sustainable Partnership 

Project (TCSPP) organized a breakfast meeting with the business 

community on Municipal Rates and Fees. The meeting forms part 

of activities under the project to sensitize rate payers on the vari-

ous types and processes of fixing the annual rates and fees paid 

by businesses, property owners, individuals and those who flout 

the Assembly’s bye-laws. 

Participants for the meeting were drawn from both large, medi-

um and small-scale business operators in the Metropolis as well 

as selected heads of department of the Assembly. The partici-

pants were taken through the legal framework for the charging 

of rates and fees, the Assembly’s revenue sources, revenue per-

formance, utilization of funds, strategies to improve revenue 

performance as well as challenges in the mobilization process. 

In his presentation, Mr. Fred Nyantekyie of the Budget and Rat-

ing Department said that STMA is unable to meet the numerous 

developmental requests from the citizenry due to insufficient 

internally generated funds and erratic releases of funds 

from the central government. He added that unrealistic 

charges and high default rate of rate payers have over the 

years been one of the reasons for the Assembly’s inability to 

achieve its revenue targets. He therefore stated that the 

meeting is among several engagements outlined to sensitize 

and solicit stakeholders inputs on the strategies to gradually 

adjust rates and fees to acceptable levels, widen the existing 

database of rate payers and improve the revenue collection 

processes.  

The Metro Coordinating Director, Mr. John Nana Owu un-

derscored the critical role of the business community in the 

Assembly’s quest to achieve its mandate. He noted that the 

businesses community contributes significantly to the As-

sembly’s revenue performance and that, the Assembly con-

siders them as critical development partners. He assured 

business operators of the Assembly’s commitment to ensure 

that they operate in a friendly environment across the Me-

tropolis  

Mr. Musa Adamu, a participant applauded the Assembly 

for the meeting and suggested more of such engagements 

for other stakeholders such as the religious bodies and the 

media to properly understand the Assembly’s mandate.  He 

noted that “the citizenry will understand the Assembly 

more and contributes their quota with constant engage-

ments and interactions”. Another participant, Mr. Savior 

Adzika from Tullow Oil Ghana entreated the various As-

semblies to harmonized their rates to ensure uniformity. He 

also urged STMA to show more commitment in addressing 

some of the challenges the corporate institutions in the Me-

tropolis have been facing such as poor access roads and 

irregular collection of waste from their premises.     
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In line with the implementation of Twin-

Cities in Sustainable Partnership Project 

(TCSPP), the Sekondi-Takoradi Metropoli-

tan Assembly (STMA) is planting fruit 

trees in selected basic and tertiary Schools 

as well as other public places across the 

Metropolis. In all, five thousand (5,000) 

fruit trees will be planted as part of 

measures to enhance food security, en-

courage consumption of fruits, protect 

schools land and mitigate some impacts of 

climate change. The fruit trees planting 

forms part of activities under the first the-

matic focus of the project which seeks to 

among others, address the problems of 

rapid urbanization, climate change, exclu-

sion, unemployment, irregular migration 

and preparedness to battle infectious dis-

ease outbreaks such as the COVID-19 pan-

demic. 

The types of fruit trees to be planted are 

Mango, Coconut, Avocado, Orange, Tan-

gerine, Soursop, Guava and Pawpaw. The 

beneficiary schools include Holy Child 

College of Education, Sekondi College, 

Archbishop Porter’s, ST John’s, Ahan-

taman Girls, Methodist, Diabenekrom and 

Bompeh Senior High Schools. The others 

are Ntaamakrom M.A. Model, St James 

Anglican, Mampong M.A., Kansaworado 

Catholic, Gethsemane M.A., Ketan Catho-

lic, Ahinkofikrom M.A., Twin-City Special, 

Kojokrom M.A., Essikado M.A., Air-

force Station, Bedu-Addo Methodist 

and Adakope First Baptist Basic 

Schools. The beneficiary institutions 

also include the regional offices of 

Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA), Ghana National Fire Service 

and House of Chiefs.   

As part of the preparatory works, a 

stakeholders meeting was organized 

for reps of beneficiary schools and 

institutions to deliberate on the plant-

ing schedule, site preparation, protec-

tion and general maintenance of the 

trees. Coordinator for the programme 

who is also the Metro Officer for 

Parks and Gardens, Mr. Isaac Ephirim 

led the discussions at the stakeholders 

meeting. He highlighted the maturity 

period for each of the selected fruits as 

well as planned support from the pro-

ject implementation team to ensure 

that every seedling to be planted sur-

vives. Mr. Ephirim also noted the var-

ious nutritional value of fruits to the 

health and overall well-being especial-

ly to students and pupils. He said that 

fruits boost immunity, helps reduce 

obesity, cleanse the body, ensure bet-

ter energy and performance. He add-

ed that consuming fruits on a regular 

basis can help in keeping the energy 

levels of children high which will 

mean better concentration and perfor-

mance in academics, sports, and other 

spheres. ‘Fruits are high in fiber which 

ensures proper functioning of a child’s 

digestive system, provides ample 

amounts of vitamins and minerals to 

the body, have fewer calories fat, no 

cholesterol and therefore do not com-

promise with a child’s health’ he said. 

Distribution and planting of the seed-

lings are ongoing across the Metropo-

lis. At the Sekondi College, the Assis-

tant Headmaster in-charge of admin-

istration, Mr. Kingsley Yankey planted 

the first fruit tree to symbolize com-

mencement of the exercise in the 

school. He commended the TCSPP 

Team for the laudable idea to encour-

age planting and consumption of 

fruits. He pledged the school’s com-

mitment to ensure adequate protection 

of all seedlings to be planted within 

their premises. He encouraged 

headteachers of all other participating 

schools to ensure that they adequately 

protect and nurture their seedlings to 

become useful to their schools. 
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A three-member delegation from the Municipality of Palermo 

in Italy has ended a four-day working visit to Sekondi-

Takoradi as part of the implementation of Twin-Cities in Sus-

tainable Partnership Project (TCSPP). The delegation arrived 

in Takoradi on Sunday, May 29 and departed on Thursday, 

June 2, 2022. The visit happens to be the first mission for the 

partners of the project, Palermo Municipality and Ghana Sicily 

Business Forum in line with the transnational exchange visits 

to strengthen the twining-relationship between the two cities.   

The delegation was led by Prof. Mario Zito, the Deputy Mayor 

of Palermo Municipality in-charge of Culture. The other mem-

bers were Lawyer Francesco Campagna, Honorary Consul of 

Ghana in Sicily and the president of the Ghana Sicily Business 

Forum as well as Artist Francesco Bellina, an international 

photographer with a lot of working experience in Ghana. 

Whilst in the twin-city, the delegation first paid a courtesy call 

on the Regional Minister and Acting Mayor of Sekondi-

Takoradi, Hon. Kwabena Okyere Darko-Mensah (MP). Wel-

coming the delegation, the Minister noted that the implemen-

tation of TCSPP has come at the right time to shape the future 

of the Sekondi-Takoradi Metropolis. The acting Mayor stated 

that some of the areas his administration has been working 

assiduously are climate change, job creation and promotion of 

the region’s investment potentials. He further stated that the 

Metropolis and the region as a whole are ready to cooperate 

with interested partners to bring development. 

Hon. Okyere Darko-Mensah added that with strong collabora-

tion, the two cities are capable to pro-

vide the platform to encourage the 

youth to stay and create opportunities 

and jobs for themselves instead of risk-

ing their lives for none existing greener 

pastures in Europe. The Minister men-

tioned that Sekondi-Takoradi has a free 

zone enclave and appealed to the dele-

gation to encourage their business com-

munity to take advantage as part of the 

twinning relationship to invest in the 

Metropolis. He also called on them to 

encourage educational institutions in 

Palermo to partner with their counter-

parts in the region especially Takoradi 

Technical Institute (TTU) to develop 

appropriate technological innovation to 

solve many of the global issues. 

Mr. Francesco Campagna on his part acknowledged the many 

opportunities in Ghana especially in the Western Region. He 

called for stronger cooperation between the two countries and 

noted that, with an efficient and fruitful collaboration, it will be 

possible to involve the small and medium enterprises in both 

countries for a win-win situation. He believes apart from tour-

ism, the connection between the free zone in Palermo and Gha-

na can easily boost export between the two countries. Accord-

ing to Mr. Campagna, strong collaboration is needed to pave a 

way for companies in the Western Region to have the right 

partners in Palermo in different areas from Agric to tourism. He 

expressed the Mayor of Palermo’s unflinching desire to deepen 

the twinning relationship with Sekondi-Takoradi for the mutual 

benefit of citizens in the two cities. He therefore assured the 

regional minister of their total commitment to ensure promo-

tion of cooperation among institutions and businesses with the 

implementation of Twin-Cities in Sustainable Partnership Pro-

ject. 

The delegation also had separate meetings with the leadership 

of Sekondi-Takoradi Chamber of Commerce and Industries 

(STCCI), management of Takoradi Technical University (TTU), 

regional directorates of Ghana Tourism Authority and Centre 

for National Culture. The team also participated in the maiden 

“Senior High Schools Visual Art Festival” organized by the 

Metro Office of Center for National Culture in collaboration 

with Ghana Education Service, secretariat of TCSPP and Media 

General (Connect FM). 
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Hon. Kwabena Okyere Darko-Mensah (MP), Western Regional Minister and Acting Mayor of Sekondi-Takoradi (third from left) 
addressing the delegation from Palermo Municipality when they paid a courtesy call on him 
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VISIT BY THE PALERMO MUNICIPALITY DELEGATION 

PLANTING OF FRUIT TREES 

Prof. Mario Zito presenting a gift to the Regional Minister 
& Ag. Mayor of Sekondi-Takoradi.  

The Delegation in a meeting with Sekondi-Takoradi 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry (STCCI) 

Presentation of a gift to the Regional Directors of Ghana 
Tourism Authority & Center for National Culture 

Mr. Francesco Campagna addressing the participants 
at the 1st Visual Art Festival 

Prof. Zito performing a traditional dance with Nananom 
Culture Group at the Art Festival    

At the Cape Coast Castle on excursion   

Group Photograph with executives of STCCI At Bisa Abirewa Museum  Group Photograph with the regional management team of 
Ghana Tourism Authority & Center for National Culture 
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The Twin-Cities in Sustainable Partnership Project 

(TCSPP) implementation team has organized the second 

of planned series of  engagements with the media to 

update journalists on the progress work and address 

some misconceptions that came up following the formal 

launch of the project. The deputy minister for Local Gov-

ernment, Decentralization and Rural Development, Hon. 

Osei Bonsu Amoah (MP) launched the three-year project 

at a colorful ceremony held at the Best Western Plus At-

lantic Hotel in Takoradi. 

The project coordinator, Mr. Isaac Aidoo at the function 

highlighted the application process, objectives, interven-

tions, expected outcomes, partners and budget for the 

TCSPP. As part of the project implementation activities, 

he mentioned that the project team  embarked on a 

study tour to Adentan Municipal Assembly and the Na-

tional Greenhouse Training Unit at Dawhenya to draw experiences of implementing EU funded projects as well as installa-

tion, training and cultivation of vegetables through the greenhouse technology.  

Contrary to suggestions by some sections of the public that part of the fund should be used to improve roads or build school 

buildings, Mr. Aidoo noted that any call for proposal has the intended objectives, expected outcomes and available budget. 

He added that a response to any such call must address the intended objectives, achieve the expected outcomes within the 

available budget and that is exactly what the Assembly did to win the grant. The project Coordinator further stated that the 

Assembly selected from its current Medium-Term Development Plan (MTDP) respective activities and interventions to ad-

dress the intended objectives of the Donor (European Union). In other works, all the proposed interventions under the 

TCSPP are directed towards complimenting the implementation of priority areas identified in the STMA’s Medium-Term 

Development Plan (2022-2025). 

Mr. Aziz Mahmoud, Governance & Social Accountability Officer of TCSPP on his part indicated that the TCSPP is well de-

signed to promote inclusive citizens participation in the local level decision making process, enhance municipal service de-

livery, create jobs for the unemployed youth and provide safety net for the vulnerable. He added that apart from the skills 

training, beneficiaries of the project will also be trained in book keeping, supply chain management and business promotion 

strategies. Mr. Mahmoud further stated that some of the project beneficiaries will be supported financially or with relevant 

equipment to setup their businesses.   

He debunked the belief that development is all about physical infrastructure and noted that, support for the underprivi-

leged, school drop-outs, teenage mothers, unemployed graduates and many others are equally important. ‘If we fail to ade-

quately address some of the challenges facing the youth as a country, the effect will certainly not be good for everyone at the 

long run. If we do not take care, some of them out of frustra-

tion will resort to stealing, armed robbery or join some of the 

terrorist groups. The TCSPP is not here to solve all our prob-

lems, but rather, to complement the effort of central govern-

ment and other institutions who are already providing various 

interventions’ he concluded. 

Journalists at the programme expressed satisfaction on the in-

formation and explanations provided on the project. Ms. Ewu-

rama Smith of Connect FM and TV 3 Network commended the 

project team for their foresight and work done so far. She 

urged the team to continue their plans to regularly engage and 

update the media on the project. Mr. Patrick Arthur of 

Amanfoo FM on his part called for more collaboration with the 

media as a way to defuse any misinformation on the project.  
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TCSPP ORGANIZED SECOND MEDIA BRIEFING 

Section of Journalists at the second Press Briefing  

Mr. John Laste (arrowed), Communication & Visibility Officer address the Journalists 
with Hon John Kwesi Buckman, Presiding Member of STMA on his immediate right 
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The media especially radio stations in the 

Sekondi-Takoradi Metropolis have been 

urged to dedicate more airtime for discus-

sions and sensitization on the increasing 

trend of gender-based violence and social 

vices involving the youth such as teenage 

pregnancy, truancy and school drop-outs. 

The call was made by resource persons at a 

meeting with journalists on the campaign for 

youth-oriented and gender sensitive topics, 

organized by the Sekondi-Takoradi Metro-

politan Assembly as part of the implementa-

tion of Twin-Cities in Sustainable Partnership 

Project (TCSPP).  

The Metro Director of Education, Mrs. Sally 

Nelly Coleman speaking at the meeting stat-

ed that teenage pregnancy, truancy and 

school drop-outs are the major challenges the 

directorate is grappling with on students and 

pupils’ attendance to school. She noted that 

at the basic level, the directorate recorded 97 

cases of truancy after BECE registration, 26 

cases of pregnancy and 24 drop-out in 2021 

academic year, compared to 83, 28 and 32 

cases of truancy, pregnancy and drop-out 

respectively as at June 2022. At the Senior 

High School level, Mrs. Coleman announced 

that the directorate recorded 69 truancy cases 

in 2021 as against 362 in 2022. The pregnancy 

cases increased to 35 in 2022 compared to 

2021 cases of 

19 and school 

drop-outs also 

increased to 

721 in 2022 as 

against 102 

recorded cases 

in 2021 aca-

demic year. 

“This is over-

whelming and 

an alarming 

increment in 

all the three 

issues we have 

h ighl igh ted . 

The moment 

the students 

are registered for BECE and WASSCE, 

some of them decide to come to school, 

as and when they like, but, not accord-

ing to the timetable. This is why we 

have met to help us discuss the way 

forward to curb such menace in our 

society,” she said. 

She attributed the causes of all the three 

issues to parental negligence and the 

fact that some of the children have to 

fend for themselves and therefore aban-

don classes to engage in menial jobs. 

Mrs. Coleman added that most of the 

pregnancy cases the directorate investi-

gated revealed that, majority of the 

pregnant girls were either influenced by 

their friends or not living with their 

parents. She made a special appeal for 

the government to scrap the taxes on 

sanitary pads since some men have been 

taken advantage of the young girls due 

to the high cost of pads. 

The Metro Director stated that her outfit 

has started a programme to engage 

stakeholders to identify the possible 

causes and solutions to the issues. She 

added that they have been visiting some 

communities especially along the coast 

to engage the traditional rulers, religious 

leaders, Assembly members and parents 

to discuss measures to curtail the phe-

nomena. She urged parents to be respon-

sive to the education of their children 

since that will help shape their future.   

On her part, Ms. Setina Aboagye, West-

ern Regional Officer for the Domestic 

Violence and Victims Support Unit noted 

that 263 cases of domestic violence were 

recorded between January and May 2022. 

The cases reported include Assault 79, 

Defilement 25, Rape 2, Offensive Con-

duct 44, Threat of Death 10, Causing 

Damage 17, Threat of Halm 28 and Fail-

ing to Supply Necessary Needs 24.  

Ms. Aboagye said that most victims of 

domestic violence are women and chil-

dren. She added that some adolescent 

girls and boys as well as men also suffer 

domestic violence. “Sometimes because 

of our cultural believes, we feel that men 

should be strong enough to withstand all 

forms of violence so they just feel shy to 

come to report cases of domestic abuse. 

Men, you are encouraged to also report 

such cases against your wives” she said. 

She further noted that most perpetrators 

of domestic violence are men and boys 

with few instances of women and girls 

being reported as culprits.  

The Western Regional DVVSU officer 

urged victims of domestic violence to 

timely report to Police to ensure proper 

gathering of evidence for prosecution. 

She mentioned interference by family 

members and other influential personali-

ties in the society as one of the major 

challenges in dealing with domestic vio-

lence cases. She cautioned the public that 

not all domestic violence cases are by law 

permitted to be settled at home or by 

family members. “Rape and defilement 

cases cannot be settled at home or be-

tween the families of the victim and the 

perpetrator. Those who sit or involve 

themselves in settling such cases can be 

arrested” she noted.  

• Continued on page 08 

JOURNALISTS SENSITIZED ON YOUTH-ORIENTED & 
GENDER SENSITIVE TOPICS 

Mrs. Sally Nelly Coleman, Metro Director of Education addressing Journalists as part of the 
campaign to highlight Youth-Oriented & Gender Sensitive Topics in the Metropolis 
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A day’s workshop had been organized for selected stake-

holders on the Twin-Cities in Sustainable Partnership Pro-

ject (TCSPP) Cycle Management. The thirty-member par-

ticipants for the workshop were drawn from the Project 

Implementation Team, Chairmen of STMA Sub-

Committees, People Living with Disabilities (PWDs), Non-

Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and selected staff 

from the Environmental Health Unit and Works Depart-

ment of the Assembly. 

The objective for the workshop was to create a common 

background knowledge on the TCSPP Cycle Management 

Principles and tools adopted by the European Union 

among the project team members.  The workshop was also 

intended to foster the application of the PCM methodology 

in the implementation modalities of the TCSSP by the coor-

dinator and partners.   

The participants were among others trained on stakehold-

ers’ analysis, intercultural and inclusive methodologies, the 

grant agreement, accountability and transparency princi-

ples. The training was facilitated by Ms. Margherita Manis-

calco, Head of Project Planning and Development Depart-

ment of an Italian NGO, CISS and Mr. Alessandro Pilia, Pro-

ject Assistant and Field Worker, CISS. 

In his opening remarks, the TCSSP Project Coordinator, Mr. 

Isaac Aidoo noted that the training is expected to enhance 

the capacity of participants in the implementation of EU 

funded  TCSPP. He therefore urged the participants to take 

the training serious to ensure successful implementation of 

the TCSSP and other future EU funded projects the Assem-

bly may be implementing. 

The Twin-Cities in Sustainable Partnership is a three (3) year 

European Union (EU) funded project being implemented in 

the twin-cities of Sekondi-Takoradi and Municipality of Pa-

lermo in Italy with the objective to promote a Sustainable 

and Integrated Urban Development in the two cities. The 

Sekondi-Takoradi Metropolitan Assembly (STMA) and its 

sister-city, Palermo Municipality together with other part-

ners (Cooperazione Internazionale Sud Sud (CISS), Ghana 

Sicily Business Forum and Kumasi Technical University) 

have been awarded a Three Million Euros (€3,000,000.00) 

grant from the European Union to co-create an Integrated 

Urban Governance for Green, Sustainable and Inclusive 

Development of Sekondi-Takoradi and also strengthen the 

WORKSHOP ON PROJECT CYCLE MANAGEMENT (PCM) 
RGANIZED FOR STAKEHOLDERS  

DISCLAIMER 

The contents of this document are the sole responsibility of the STMA and can under no circumstances be regarded as reflecting the position 
of the European Union. 

Twin-Cities In Sustainable Partnership Project @Tcspp-stma Tcspp.stma@gmail.com www.stma.gov.gh/EU/sustainable-partnership-project 

• Continued from page 07 

On the effort by DVVSU to reduce the incidence of domes-

tic violence, Ms. Aboagye noted that the Unit has been 

collaborating with other partners and stakeholders such as 

the Department of Social Welfare, Ghana Education Service, 

MMDAs and the Security Agencies to sensitize the public. 

She also said that the Unit has been providing counselling 

and assisting victims to assess medical treatment. She there-

fore urged the media to support the unit to intensify the 

campaign against domestic violence. She pledged her readi-

ness to respond to invitations for discussions and sensitiza-

tion on any radio station or at any public events. 

Journalists Sensitized on Youth-
Oriented & Gender Sensitive 

Ms. Margherita Maniscalco taking participants through the workshop 


