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PRESS STATEMENT

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FORMAL LAUNCH OF TWIN-CITIES IN SUSTAINABLE PARTNERSHIP PROJECT

Sekondi-Takoradi, February 16, 2022 (STMA) — The ‘Twin-Cities in Sustainable Partnership
Project’ which will be implemented in the cities of Sekondi-Takoradi and Palermo (Italy), with
funding from the European Union (EU), will formally be launched on Thursday, February 17, 2022
at a ceremony to be held at the Best Western Plus Atlantic Hotel, Takoradi.

The Twin-Cities in Sustainable Partnership Project is a collaboration between the city of Sekondi-
Takoradi and Palermo Municipality (ltaly) to co-create an Integrated Urban Governance for
Green, Sustainable and Inclusive Development and strengthen the twinning-relationship
between the two cities. Activities to be implemented under the project have been grouped under
three main clusters namely; Multi-Level Urban Governance, Culturally-Sensitive and Inclusive
Urban Strategies, as well as Urban Climate Change Resilience.

As a regional capital, the city of Sekondi-Takoradi has seen rapid growth following the discovery
and production of oil and gas in the Western Region and subsequent influx of businesses and
people in search of opportunities in the oil and gas industry. As the City increasingly becomes
urbanized, management of space for development has become challenging to regulate. Climate
resilience is being tested and excessive pressure is being exerted on municipal services. Similarly,
grassroots participation in decision-making has been hampered by insufficient resource
provisions to the sub-structures to address the issues of social safety for the vulnerable, deprived
and marginalised groups.

Implementation of the Twin-Cities in Sustainable Partnership Project is geared towards
addressing the challenges of rapid urbanization, climate change, exclusion, unemployment,
irregular migration and preparedness to battle infectious disease outbreaks such as the COVID-
19 pandemic. The project is ultimately expected to enhance the City Authorities capacity to
address emerging trends in urban management, create employment opportunities for the
unemployed and vulnerable women and youth through entrepreneurship training in urban
agriculture and Climate-Smart Production Technologies (green social enterprises). The project
will also enhance access to basic sanitary facilities for vulnerable women and youth, ensure
formulation of Climate Resilience Local Policy and eco-Disaster Risk Reduction Plan through
participatory processes.
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The three (3) year project will span from 2022 — 2025 at a total budget of Three Million Euros
(€3,000,000.00). The European Union is contributing 95% whereas STMA is providing 5%.
Partners of the project are the Municipality of Palermo, Cooperazione Internazionale Sud Sud
(CISS), Ghana Sicily Business Forum and Kumasi Technical University.

A media briefing was held on Thursday, February 7, 2022 to share details of the project with the
public through the media.

Disclaimer: The contents of this document are the sole responsibility of the STMA and can under
no circumstances be regarded as reflecting the position of the European Union.

SIGNED

John Laste

Head of Communication,

Twin-Cities in Sustainable Partnership Project.
tcspp.stma@gmail.com
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